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NEWCOMB 

CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Secondary Thesis Research        
Investigative Projects 

 

A message from Superintendent Fisher  

 

The Thesis Research Investigative Project (TRIP) is an annual 

academic project at Newcomb that engages all secondary        

students.  As part of the unique educational experience at       

Newcomb, TRIP takes a different form each year, but always  

includes the essential components of research, process, and 

presentation, along with a creative aspect.  In line with our       

district's vision and mission, the TRIP experience not only aligns 

with the New York State Standards, but also provides students 

with a platform to showcase their knowledge and expertise on a 

specific topic to an audience of community members, family, 

and peers. 

 

A project of such scale equips students for future success in    

college, their chosen careers and life in general.  How?  The   

project goes beyond simply researching and imparting content 

knowledge and places a strong emphasis on developing essential 
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soft skills.  Soft skills are non-technical abilities such as critical thinking, effective communication, 

problem solving, active listening and efficient time management.  Soft skills enable an individual to 

work effectively with others as well as navigate various situations.  TRIP embeds these skills by   

encouraging students to not only analyze and evaluate information, but to think creatively, propose 

solutions to problems and develop decision-making skills.   

 

The TRIP experience helps students to develop social 

emotional skills such as self-management or the ability to 

regulate emotions.  The project also assists students with 

goal setting and making responsible decisions.  Other  

important social-emotional skills such as self-awareness 

or the ability to understand your own emotions and the 

ability to identify your own strengths and weaknesses  

are naturally addressed throughout the process. 

 

In an effort to foster a supportive environment for       

students throughout the TRIP project, many adults in   

the school community work collaboratively to provide     

constructive feedback, actively listen to and engage     

students in encouraging dialogue.  They also work to 

help students facilitate the development of time          

management and organizational skills.  This is often illustrated through the implementation of    

strategies for setting deadlines, creating schedules and   assisting students with prioritizing tasks.  

 

The ten week long endeavor is a process and it all comes together beautifully! 

 

 

 

 



The big day!  After weeks of hard work and preparation the culminating experience is for students 

to showcase their work.  The day is filled with formal presentations on stage, booth presentations, 

Trivia breaks and raffle prizes too!  Student participation is at an all time high with positive and   

constructive feedback given from audience members and active engagement with each presenter   

during a  Q & A session.  Students are encouraged to ask higher level questions to those presenting. 

Generating higher level questions is a valuable skill that enhances students' understanding and critical 

thinking abilities.  Dialogue between the speaker and the audience becomes more complex on a given 

topic and multiple perspectives can be shared to generate deeper connections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Booth Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stage Presentation 
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Creative Projects 

 

 

Successful outcomes for the TRIP experience would not be possible without the organization and 
facilitation from members of the TRIP Committee as well as the support from the entire NCS faculty 
and staff.  A very special thank you to everyone for helping our students to exceed our expectations 
and achieve their goal! 
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New York State To Focus On The Science of Reading 
A message from PJ Motsiff - Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research shows that the ability to read proficiently by third grade is a vital milestone that correlates 
strongly with a student’s future academic success.  Unfortunately, students who do not achieve this 
proficiency are four times more likely to drop out of high school.  Ninety-five percent of elementary 
students have the cognitive capacity to read.  While only half of students will learn how to read      
regardless of the type of instruction they receive, it is critical to understand that many students need 
high-quality instruction in order to become successful readers, and for even more students,           
additional intensive support is needed. 
 

Recognizing this issue, New York is now placing a heightened emphasis on early reading              
instruction informed by fifty years of scientific findings on how students actually learn to read.    
Referred to formally as the “Science of Reading,” this approach structures literacy teaching around 
six core components: oral language, phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension. 

 

To bolster teacher expertise in reading, Governor Kathy Hochul recently announced a $10 million 
proposal for statewide training.  The State has also mandated that all school districts align English 
Language Arts programs in grades Pre-K-12 to reflect this scientific research by September 2025. 

 

This month Newcomb held an afternoon professional development session to introduce our          
elementary school teachers to the Science of Reading.  The training discussed what it is, along with 
the expectations being set forth under New York state’s new policies.  By ensuring a robust           
understanding of the Science of Reading and applying those learnings through curricular alignment 
pre-kindergarten-grade 12, our goal is for educators to be fully empowered in delivering                  
best-practice literacy instruction in their classrooms. 
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CONGRATULATIONS SENIORS 
 

Logan Bush has been accepted at SUNY Potsdam and he will be playing on their  soccer  team as 
well.   

 
SENIORS 

 

1. All seniors going off to college will need to fill out the FAFSA (www.fafsa.ed.gov) which 
began  in December/January this school year.  You can apply on-line, which saves a lot of 
time.  Before you can do that you and a parent need to register for a FSA ID.  To get your 
FSA ID you can go to fsaid.ed.gov.  

 

2. Make sure you have a copy of everything for your own records, BEFORE you mail it out.            
Be sure to check your college deadlines for financial aid forms!!  YOU NEED TO      
APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID EVERY YEAR!!!!   

 

3. If you have not done so already, you need to get your college applications ready to send 
out.  The sooner the better!! 

 

4.   Parents of seniors:  Please keep an eye out in the mail for scholarship opportunities.  I    
usually  send them out in the winter/spring.  I send all scholarship opportunities home to 
each senior’s family.  You will need to read the qualifications to see if your child/family 
qualifies for the scholarships, before your child applies.   

 

 

. On-Line Scholarship Websites 
 
www.fastweb,com  
www.hesc.ny.gov 
www.collegexpress.com 
www.scholarships.com 
www.studentscholarshipsearch.com 
www.chegg.com 
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search 
www.cappex.com/scholarships 
www.goingmerry.com 

 
 

Virtual College Tour Websites 
 
www.campus360tours.com 
www.mycollegevisitguide.com 
www.campustours.com 
 

 
 

FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
about:blank
http://www.hesc.ny.gov
http://www.collegexpress.com
http://www.scholarships.com
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com
http://www.chegg.com
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
http://www.cappex.com/scholarships
http://www.goingmerry.com
http://www.campus360tours.com
http://www.mycollegevisitguide.com
http://www.campustours.com


 
SELECTIVE SERVICE/ DRAFT REGISTRATION  

 

1.   All male citizens of the United States are required to register with the Selective       
Service within 30 days of their 18th birthday.  Registration forms are available at the 
post office or at www.sss.gov.  Federal financial aid programs for college will be withheld  
from students who fail to comply. 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

SAT Testing Dates     Registration Deadline 
March 9, 2024                February 23, 2024 
May 4, 2024      April 19, 2024 
June 1, 2024      May 17, 2024 
 
ACT Testing Dates    Registration Deadline  
February 10, 2024     January 5, 2024 
April 13, 2024     March 8, 2024 
June 8, 2024      May 3, 2024 

 
 

Juniors:  You should be taking at least one of these exams in April, May or June.  Don’t forget to 
sign up, by going to the College Board website for the SAT or the ACT website.  Please make sure 
you can see your WHOLE face, wearing no hats or sunglasses in the picture.  You cannot have        
anyone else in the picture with you.  If you do not meet the guidelines, you will not be let into the test. 
 

Newcomb Central School CEEB Code is: 333-330. You will need to know that when you register  
to take  the exams, so that I will receive your test scores. 

 

Reminder to parents of 3rd through 8th grade students 
 

New York State testing will be in April and May.  If you can help it, please make sure your child  does 
not miss school on the day of an exam.  These exams will be very difficult to make up.  Please      
review the schedule below.  Thank you for your support.   
 

3-8 ELA test:  April 16-18, 2024 
3-8 Math Tests:  April 30- May 2, 2024 
5 & 8 Science tests:  May 14-16, 2024 

 
Students in grades 6

th 
through 11

th 
 

 

I will be calling you in to meet with me in February/March/April to discuss next year’s classes.  I   
recommend that you talk with your parents to discuss any changes you would like to make in the   
classes you take next year, especially if you are not planning to take another year of science, math, 
foreign language, etc.  Different diplomas require certain classes, so I will call your parents before I 
allow that. 
 

Have a wonderful winter break!  Try to get outside and do some mindfulness activities to stay healthy.                       
Mrs. Markwica 

GUIDANCE CONT’D 
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NFHS Basketball Livestream 
 
 
Dear friends, family and supporters of Newcomb’s Student Athletes, 
 
Newcomb Central School District has recently acquired a system to make our Newcomb home basketball 
games available to the public for Modified, JV and Varsity Teams! 
 
For a monthly subscription of $11.99 a month, of which you can cancel at any time, you will have access to 
all Newcomb home and away games that are played in the MVAC. If you follow the instructions below you 
can login and support Newcomb's athletes online anywhere you have a phone or computer. 

 
Instructions: 

 
1. First use this URL to get to the NFHS website: nfhsnetwork.com 

2. At the top of the screen search for “Newcomb Central High School, Newcomb NY” 

3. Once you have found the Newcomb page, you can scroll down and find the live or recorded game that 
you want to watch and select by clicking on it.  

4. After you have found your game click subscribe now. The site will ask you to make an account, which 
you can buy a subscription for $11.99 a month.  

5. Once finished making an account you will be able to tune into your team’s basketball live stream or any 
previously recorded games. 

Please visit our website to view the most recent schedule for basketball games:  

 

https://www.newcombcsd.org/athletics 

SPORTS NEWS 
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